MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Muirkirk Furnace
Montgomery-Prince George’s Short-term Congestion Relief Survey No.: PG:62-8

Property Address_7011 Muirkirk Road, Muirkirk, Prince George’s County
Owner Name/Address Mineral Pigment Corporation/7011 Muirkirk Road, Beltsville, MD
Year Built_circa 1847

Significance:

The Muirkirk Furnace was surveyed in 1980 by the Prince George’s Historical and Cultural Trust. The site of the furnace is
developed with modern industrial buildings, and the exact location is unknown.

There are no known extant above-ground remains of the Muirkirk Iron Furnace. lron ore was noticed in the Muirkirk area
about 1800, but since there is no natural source of power there and overland travel was difficult until the railroad was built,
it was not until 1847 that the iron was mined (Brennan 1974: 2). The Ellicott family of Ellicott’s Mills established a furnace
at what is now the junction of U.S. 1 and Muirkirk Road. During the nineteenth century, the Muirkirk furnace supplied pig
iron for use as gun carriages and engine cylinders. The Muirkirk MARC train station and a paint pigment manufacturing plant
now occupy the site of the furnace.

The Muirkirk settlement was developed circa 1870, near the intersection of Muirkirk Road and Old Baltimore Pike. The land
around the furnace and kilns was developed with the mansion of Charles Coffin, who owned the furnace after the Ellicotts,
approximately thirty workers residences, a store and post office.

Historic maps do not provide a consistent location for the furnace. The Martenet Atlas of Prince George’s County, Maryland
from 1861 locates the furnace on the west side of the Washington Turnpike (present day Old Baltimore Pike), east of the B
& O Railroad. In Hopkins’s 1878 Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of Prince George, Maryland,
the Muirkirk settlement has become more developed, and the furnace is located on the west side of the B & O Railroad.

National Register Evaluation:

Constructed circa 1847, the Muirkirk Furnace is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as there are no extant
structures on the property. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as the site does not have sufficient integrity to
represent the history of the site and its contribution to the development of the area. It is not eligible under Criteria B and C
for the same reasons. Finally, preliminary studies conducted for this project indicate the need for further assessment of the
archaeological potential of this property. Therefore, no evaluation under Criterion D is being conducted at this time.
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Year Built circa 1847

Resource Sketch Map: Hopkins Map of 1878 showing site of Muirkirk Furnace
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DESCRIPTION
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__GOOD X RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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The site of the Muirkirk Iron Furnace is hidden under a
complex of industrial structures which today constitute the Mineral
Pigment Corporation. From the outside there is no visible evidence
of the extensive nineteenth century manufacturing operation, and
the present management is reluctant to allow visitors onto the
premises. Only a few deteriorating two-story, frame, workers!?
houses of the late nineteonth century stand in a2 row behind the
present complex as a reminder ol the furncce's imporiant past,

The Muirkirx Ganafacticin: Company wie: incorporited 6 March
1846 by wmembers of Lthe Bllicobt lamily, ang iron making was well
under way by 1850, The compuny was sold in 1853 to William ¥,
Coffin and Joseph Cotton, iron industrialists from New ngland,
and became an important producer of ordnance during the Civil War,

In 1867, the company wn:s sold to Charles K. Coffin (son of William)
who built a mansion on the ad joining farm land, and made his "Muirkirk
Iron Company" a flourishing concern. It had an annual production

of 7000 tons of pig iron, which was reputed to be the strongest

pig iren in the United States.,

Charles Coffin was a member of both houses of the Maryland i
General Assembly, 1884 to 1894, and was elected to the 54th Congress
of the United States, 1894 to 1897. In 1909 he deeded the Muirkirk
Furnace to his son Ellery Coffin, who continued to operate it
until 1920.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
EXCELLENT _\#TERIORATED __UNALTERED YORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD VM ARUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
. FAIR ___UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Very few visible remains of this important industrial site
remain. The old Coffin House (a three-story, frame Victorian
mansion) disappeared ca. 1970. It had stood abandoned in the
middle of auto graveyard near here. A few padly-deteriorated,
two-story frame buildings that once housed workers in the iron
plant are scheduled for demolition. The old brick "beehive"
ovens and other iron-making facilities have also been removed.
Present use of the site is a paint works that began ca. WW I,
after iron manufacturing ceased.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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— 1400 1499 —-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —-CONSERVATION —LAW —.SCIENCE
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S
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was the last iron furnace to Operate in the state.

It was begun about 1847 by the Ellicotts, and later taken over

by the Coffin family (who came here from New England.) Named

for Muirkirk, an iron-making area of Scotland. Produced ordnance
for Union Army during the Civil War. The history of the succeed-

ing operation, originally a "dry color works", is detailed in

a 1933 paper by John T. Fisher of the University of Md. (located

in Maryland Room library there.)
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